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DebVeagy CELEBRATING THE 5TH YEAR OF ACTIVITIES AT MIHAMA!
=

On Tanegashima in Kagoshima Prefecture, the issue of many young people leaving
the island upon graduating from high school has long persisted. In response,
“Noraneko,” a group formed primarily by university students originally from the
island, has been engaged in marine conservation activities since 2022. The project is
centered on Mihama Coast in Nishinoomote, which, despite being located close to
the urban area, has had limited opportunities for everyday use. We approach this
coastline not merely as a place for picking up litter, but as a “place of learning” where
participants can reflect more deeply on local nature and environmental issues. By
incorporating the specialized knowledge held by university students into our
activities, we continue to work alongside high school students and local residents to
think about the future of the island’s rich natural environment.

ACTIVITY

MIHAMA PRACTICE AND OUTREACH

On September 27, 2025, and March 21, 2026, we carried out our
annual beached marine debris survey and environmental workshop at
the Nishinoomote Civic Hall and Mihama Coast in Nishinoomote.
Students from Tanegashima High School and Kagoshima Gyokuryu
High School participated in the activities, joined as well by high school
teachers and members of the Regional Revitalization Cooperation
Team. This year, we also incorporated a hands-on microplastic
analysis session led by Sea Flowers, a student organization that has
been working with us in Mihama since the year before last. As a result,
we saw an increasing number of activities led not only by university
students but also proactively by high school students.

In addition, this year we placed greater emphasis on sharing what
we have learned with a wider audience. On December 20, 2025, we
held the “Traveling! Learning Beach MIHAMA Project’” at the
Kagoshima Environmental Future Center, creating an opportunity for
high school students to present the outcomes of their independently
conducted research—including  environmental activities and
international exchange—to university students. Furthermore, on
January 2, 2026, we released a video introducing the project, and
continued to disseminate our work through academic conference
presentations by members of the organizing team.

Now
available
on YouTube!

| joined after being
invited by a high school
teacher, as | had
already been interested
in volunteer activities.
Through this
experience, | learned to
Ist-Year, Tanegashima  @Pproach issues from
High School both objective and
Haruna Matsubara subjective perspectives.

1st-Year, Tanegashima
High School

Haruka Kamikado

Tanegashima is said
to have beautiful seas,
but | was surprised by
the amount of marine
debris washing
ashore, far beyond
what | imagined.
Thinking about what |
can do, | want to
continue participating
in volunteer activities.

1st-Year, Tanegashima
High School

Yuna Ichinose

By learning alongside
university students
from Tanegashima, |
gained perspectives |
had not had before. |
hope to apply these
insights to the
educational research
projects | am pursuing
at my high school.

THIS PROJECT WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY EVERYONE'S SUPPORT.

This project was selected for the “FY2025 Environmental Civic Activity Grant” from the

7-Eleven Memorial Foundation, which is funded by in-store donations at 7-Eleven, and we

have received generous support. These grant funds were utilized for meeting room rentals,
video production equipment, online system fees, and the purchase of educational books.

In the implementation of these activities, we would like to express our heartfelt gratitude
to Ms. Kazuko Kawagiwa of Tanegashima High School, Ms. Yumiko Nagano of Kagoshima
Gyokuryu High School, and everyone involved for their immense cooperation. Moving
forward, we intend to conduct a detailed analysis of the growth and changes in participants
through the project, and will continue to carefully nurture this space that connects
Tanegashima's rich natural environment to the inquisitive minds of the next generation.

(Project Leader: Shinnosuke Shimoe, 1st-year Master's student, Graduate School of Kyushu University)
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